The CRCA Records 1906-2003

Cataloging Project by John Tomlinson for LIS 654-05/Carrie Bickner
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The Century Road Club Association (CRCA) is
a bicycle racing club based in New York City.

Founded in 1898, the club’s
history tells much about the
history of bike racing in the
greater New York area, and

in the United States in general.

Subjects: Bicycle racing-United States-History,
Bicycle racing-New York (State)-New York
Name: Century Road Club Association



The CRCA Records
include several thousand
pages of material in six
boxes.

CRCA still exists, and has additional material
not examined in this project; much of that is
available online at www.crca.net and at
members’ websites.



Archival collections such as the CRCA
Records are described as a whole in a
finding aid.

To learn about finding
aids, I looked at exam-
ples for two cycling clubs, 21l 1415
other examples such as ¢

at the New York Public
Library, and guidance

from Describing Archives:
A Content Standard.



Some description is at the collection level.

Abstract

Records of the Century Road Club Association, a bicycle racing club based in New
York City, including correspondence, newsletters, minutes, photographs, race
publicity and results, magazine and newspaper clippings, and other materials from
approximately 1906 into 2003, documenting club activities and bicycle racing in
the United States, particularly in the New York Metropolitan Area.

Extent
Six boxes (approximately six linear feet).

Name of Creator

Century Road Club Association (CRCA). Also contains news clippings,
advertisements, correspondence and photographs from other sources. Contains
artwork by Howard Freeman and photography by H. Kloss, Ted Leyson and other
contributors.

Dates of Creation
Approximately 1906-2003.

Repository and Access

The collection is held in the home of the President or another officer or designated
volunteer of CRCA; access may be obtained by request to the President or other
officer of CRCA. For contact information, visit www.crca.net.



Some is at the box level.

Series 2: Other Documents about CRCA and Bicycle Racing, including
Correspondence, Fliers, Programs, Invitations, Articles, Clippings,
Drawings and Other Material

1 box

2-1  William Winquist photo advertisement for Goodrich, 1916 CRCA certificate of
merit to William Winquist, 1916 article on setting a cycling record by William
Winquist, Goodrich mileage card

2-2  Pages from scrapbooks mainly from 1920s into 1930s, or earlier, with
photographs and clippings (extremely poor condition)

2-3  Six cartoons with text drawn or printed on cardboard by Howard Freeman, one
dated 1922, plus photocopies of two other Howard Freeman cartoons, one
dated 1920

2-4  Program of 1931 Montreal 6-Day Bicycle Race (two copies) and rider contract
for Lou Maltese in that race, Lou Maltese’s 1934 National Cycling Association
professional racing license, Lou Maltese’s rider contract for 1933 Trans-
Continental Bike Race, rider number from 1933 Trans-Continental Bicycle
Race



Material in the collection made some

terms used as access points clear.

@m YouR: MASER {
\IQ UMOE(ZG’(AHD

AMATELR RACING CYcLisTS. MNMow
HAVE. A NEWI HASTE R -

: :Dcc 1920. LA : :
. e ? s :I, Jﬁ .fi

Subjects Bicycle racing- Offlclatmg, Cyclmg 1920 1930
Names: Amateur Bicycle League of America, Howard

Freeman



The club was led for many years by Lou Maltese,

a top racer as a young man. He also produced or
collected much of the material.

Names: Lou Maltese;
Ted Leyson




An authority record was created as an annex to the find-
ing aid, with variant names or additional detail to avoid
confusion with other people or organizations.

Amateur Bicycle League of America
United States Cycling Federation
ABL

USCF

USA Cycling

Deirdre Murphy, b. 1959
Deirdre Murphy Bader

Lou Maltese, 190?7-1990
Louis Maltese
Louis Maltese, Sr.
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A challenge in choosing

access points is the sheer

number of proper names in

the records, such as in mem-

bership cards and racing

results.
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QENTURY RQAD CLUB ABSOOIATION COLLEGE OYCLE CLUB
113=38 208 Strest, Bellaire Long Iakand Hiverdale 6] Hew York

The mililon aoctive bleyelists of the United States ars raqussted
to contribute %o o fund to send thm member Jook Held of the United Stctes
Olymplo tesm to compete in the Yorld's Mmsteur Spring Obamplonshlp
to be held in Rurepe in Augusy 1949,

Jack Held mads the beat showlng of any United Stotes oyolist
in the Olympio events,  Franident Louls Malgese of the Century Road Glub
dssoolstlion says "Unfortundtely Jaok, whi 1s mow in Antworp, Belglus has
besn unable to find eny type of emplyment to support himself, His monsy is
rapidly dwindling swny, and 4if help L8 not forthagalng, he will be compell

to coms homs without having hed & chance to Gompets in the "World's

Amntour Sprint Champlonship, whieh every Buropesan expart congedes he has &

sxceklent ochanoe of winnlng.,™

If every sotive cyolist im the country willi centribute =
dollar domatiom, ho will hawe at least $1500. whioh Ls sdfflehent
Tor all his nseds, You are tJerefore asked to send your dddation to

Frasldent Louls Maltess,

Cantury Hoad GClub /Asmoolation and A.B.L.A.

113=38 208 Strest

Ballaire, 11 Long Island, New York

PLEASE SEND THE DOLLAR WODAY

Fabriary 12th 1949 Hplamd O.Ceist - Seeretary Collesge Cyols Wlub

But some names are clearly

important.

When New Jersy’s Jack Heid
qualified to participate in the
1949 World Cycling Champion-
ships, Lou Maltese led a fund-
raising drive to support his trip.

Name: Jack Heid, 1924-1987



“Hello Lou
Here is a dollar
Had medical bills
Wish I could give [more]”
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Fobruary 19, 1949

Mr. Lowis Malteas, Fresldent
Century Road Club Asssclatlon
11%-%8 - 208th Strest
Bellpire 11. L. I., H. X.

Daar Mr. Halteaes

Your goneral letter to eyaling frienda sent in
behalf of Jack Heid, ia very well covared as to
gatting sid for our Amerilcan representatlvo who
many boeliove willl have a good chance of wlmling
the Horld's Amnateur S8print Champlonships to be
hald this comlng Auguat.

I am gne of the founders of the Bloycle Racing
Stars of the Ninetesnth Century,, and our organ-
lzation has dono a groat deal for the blayele
sport since ite inception.

¥r. A. D. Eennedy, Chaipaan of our organizatlon
nas asked a number of our meabers to contribute
to the fund béing ralsed for Jack Held, I will
forvard my check to Hr. Kennedy for this causs,

1 dent know whether you have do so ma yet, bubt I
believe all of the bleyele manufacturersa should
contribute to this great cause, and not only the
marufacturer that makes tho racer that is baing
used by our American representative.

Wishing your associmtion every possible success
in raising the necessary financial assistance Lo
ksap Jagk Held in BEurope, I mm

Sinceraly, n

LA

//fcfm o Jref: penlil

Another gift to the Heid fund,

with a letter stating:

“I am one of the founders of
the Bicycle Racing Stars of
the Nineteenth Century, and
our organization has done
a great deal for the bicycle
sport since its inception.”



Heid would win a bronze medal
in the amateur sprint competi-
tion in 1949 and raced for a time
in Europe.

He kept Lou Maltese and others
informed about his time abroad
by mail.
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“Dear Lou & boys,
It’s been a long time, I'm
sorry really, but you know
how it is when you become
a father with training and
racing...Please keep this
quiet but we are coming
back in the spring. I don’t
want anyone to know in case
I can come for a 6-day then

my fare is paid.”

Subject: Bicycle racing-Six-day
racing



Here’s a list of cycling books
received by a Bronx-based club

in 1949.

Subject: Bicycle racing-History-
20th century
Name: College Cycle Club

COLIEGE CYOLE CLUB
260 weat 260th Street
iiverdals, New Tork 6)

ESITEV_OF 80305 REGRIVED PUAING JAMUARY 1949

=HEN-
TIE PATIEESON NOOK  (paper ocovers) published by Templs Press, London 1948
1Eu liss au-i.nfl by the fomous artist Frank Puttsrsan
9% pagas & Shillings
ihe rinest ocollection of bilayels prists sver publisbed

EOKLOE AMNUAL 19.L8 by B.u.Bagt (Paper cowers) 1 Hhil_h' & Penow
fulhhd by B4 J.0urrow and Co. of Lendon
58 pagas of bloyols tourlng Inforsstion
Glympic Oamss nusber gives records, A pooketl volums
glving buying hints, mavhaniss, tours, repairs ete,

CYCLING DOOX OF MAINTENANCE (papereovars) publiohed by Temple Fress of Londonm
4] plrl with many {llustretions 2 Shillings

A mhort Informative voluss on the cars and repelr af
tha }l’:uuln. An inwalusble publiestion for avery
oyalist

CYOLING MANUAL (paper covers) published by Templa Pras: of Londem 2 Ehiliings
A pooket edition encyolopedis of the biloyels mmd the
Bport of cyeoliag 130 guu of Ilnfor-amtion,
A must for svary aoyolist

UNCLE WILLIR ANT THE BIOTULE S50 by Orook williams puvlished bWy Georgs O
linrrap and Co, of Londen 1948 171 pages 1llustrsted
7 Builii & Panoe 4 bloyole movel t At has lts
utl.!.,n:ﬂ the gay nineties when the bloyols wal
the fastast and most dangerous thlmg om t road,

THE AAT OF OYCLING by MNigel Gpanoer fu'nls.-ma by Thorsens of Lenden % Bhilling:
119 pages of information ss %o posltion; gearing,
elubs, touring, roeing, bahavior axhesl, polioy e%e.

LE LIVHE 4 OR TOUR 4 FRANCE 1503-1947 by Hemri Densgrange 65 cents in Franes
112 pages in paper covers glving histpry of this werld
famous tour 3,000 miles around Feancs

- oD -

LES OPQHTE MODERMEY ILLUSTHES by 7.Moresu O.Toulquin ate published :{
Librarie Larousse of Paris Cost §10.00 ibout ]
i““ of sports with 12 pegens of the story of eyaling,
neluding 37 hal’ tone angravings of blayolas.
Alsg aohapters on mketihg, mcuntaipesarihg, rfancing ete.

OLI AVVENTURIARI DEL PEDALE by Gugllelmo Gtocog - papar ocovarad Casa Editrios
Bonso, of Milano, Italy 256 pages with {llustraticns
H:LIE: of the amusing sfventures of a Foung married
couples touring Surope on o tandem,

TRAIFING POINTS FOR CYOLIGTS by arthur 4. Sisseraan published by Clarke of
Lalosster, England 128 pages ef information of
bloyele trainlog hints by the grestest 1ist of mll
tims, world champlon and record holder Cost $10,00

CYOLING by ¥.N.Egbarteca, published by Fratt and Go, of Gtartford, Conade §5.00
The complsts story of bleysling im Csnsds in 1804



Other material in the collec-
tion suggests the social role of
cycling clubs, including among

particular ethnic communities.

A listing of results from a 1928
banquet program of another
club in the area whose mem-
bers had Italian roots.

Subject: Bicycle racing-Social
aspects-History
Name: Unione Sportiva Italiana







The richness of material is exciting, and I
hope that cycling historians will look more
closely at the CRCA Records.

e BICYCLAYG WORLD September 30, 1916

How I Chopped (||1<| (t’}llfleil a Htuml

Stoey Told by €. R._C A Rider of Rer
—&Tvo Broke by Big Margin

ASSociaTiiv

Names: William Winquist;
Toga Cycling Club; George
Hincapie; Fred Mengoni;
Mike McCarthy




For more information, contact:

John Tomlinson

mail@johntomlinson.com



